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periodically checking by TLC for completion of the reaction. The reaction mixture was then extracted with ethyl acetate (EtOAc, 2 × 10 mL). The organic layer was washed with water (2 × 20 mL), brine (1 × 10 mL) followed by removal of EtOAc under reduced pressure. The crude product was subjected to column chromatography (silica gel, gradient elution with increasing volume of 1% to 5% EtOAc in hexanes) to yield triphenylmethane (11a) as a colorless oil (220 mg, 78% yield). , 1733, 1653, 1604, 1513, 1452, 1249, 1170 
Experimental details of compounds

4-((4-Methoxyphenyl)(phenanthren-9-yl)methyl)phenol 22:
The procedure is analogous to the one described for the 2-NB deprotection previously described by us [1] . The stirred solution of 9-((4-methoxyphenyl)(4-((2-nitrobenzyl)oxy)phenyl)methyl)phenanthrene (21, 50 mg, mmol) in CH 3 CN/H 2 O (1:1; 5 mL) in a Pyrex test tube of 20 mL capacity was exposed to light irradiation with emission maximum at 370 nm emitted by UV-LEDs (4 × 3µW) lamps. After completion of the deprotection (3 h) the solvent was removed under reduced pressure, and the resulting crude product was subjected to column chromatography (silica gel, gradient elution with increasing volume of EtOAc in hexanes) to separate the 4-((4-methoxyphenyl)(phenanthren-9-yl)methyl)phenol (22) 
